
LIEN Presentation October 26th
ACORN Hamilton and Hamilton Community Legal 
Clinic

Municipal advocacy and maximum heat bylaws



Launch of our local 
campaign - 
Beat the Heat Rally
September 2022



Hamilton Legal Clinic-Community Collaboration

● Legal Clinic primary work in in poverty law-housing, income supports, employment, and immigration
● Housing Human Right  & Public Health
● Climate Change- Intact Centre on Climate Adaptation at the University of Waterloo- Second highest in Hamilton to 

experience increase impact of global warming
● Intersection between older housing, low income housing and health conditions
● COPD and lung cancer 3rd highest Health care issue in Hamilton
● Cooling Centres inadequate both in community and in housing building- issues of safety and dignity
● Need a comprehensive approach both passive and active to address housing needs and climate change
● Can’t wait while folks health is impacted-need cooling in home
● Hamilton was also one of the many Canadian communities to adopt an official Declaration of Climate Emergency.[1] 

So this allowed them to be open to the discuss. One of their actions listed in their action 3.3 aims to coordinate local 
efforts to address excessive indoor temperatures in rental housing.

●  Support the efforts of tenants and ACORN
● Collaboration of efforts build upon community relationships- meeting with councillors, city council presentation
● Need speciality clinics-CELA- not enough resources to do it alone



Campaign Demands

1.The City of Hamilton to develop and implement a maximum heat bylaw for rental housing.

2. The City of Hamilton to develop a municipal program to support retrofits of market rental 
housing.

3. The City of Hamilton to expand measures in community and public spaces for Hamilton 
residents to keep cool when outside the home.

4. The City of Hamilton to track heat-related deaths and illness



Meeting with Hamilton City Councillors  



Delegations to the City 
of Hamilton Public 
Health Committee - 
May 15 2023

Six ACORN members and six allied 
environmental & community groups 
delegated to the Public Health 
Committee meeting on May 15th to call 
on the City of Hamilton to pass policies 
to protect tenants from extreme heat.

During the meeting Ward 2 Councillor 
Kroetsch brought forward a motion, 
seconded by Ward 4 Councillor Hwang, 
that passed unanimously 10-0.



Motion:



Press from victory!



Get in touch:
hamilton@acorncanada.org

Next steps / Closing


