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Climate Change: Who suffers? 
Who pays? 
• The cost of not dealing with climate change 

falls primarily on the  poorest (who have 
done the least to cause the problem).  

• The cost of dealing with climate change can 
be more equitably shared. 

• How do we make this happen? 
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Climate change is already happening 



4 

More than polar bears 
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Obama’s science advisor: We 
have to choose between three 
responses to global warming  

Reduce 
Carbon 

Pollution 
• Switch to 

renewable 
energy 

• Use public 
transit 

Adapt 

• Build sea 
walls and 
bigger storm 
sewers 

• Migrate 

Suffer 

• More hungry 
people as 
crops fail 

• People lose 
homes and 
businesses 
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Climate change hits the poorest hardest 
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Philippines: Typhoon Haiyan  
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USA: Hurricane Katrina 
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How can we ensure that stopping climate 
change doesn’t further disadvantage low-
income households?  

Greenpeace’s principles to guide future energy 
planning decisions: 
1. Maximizing conservation and efficiency. 
2. Affordability and seizing opportunities for lower-

cost, clean options. 
3. Enabling citizen and community participation in the 

energy system. 
4. Reliability, resilience and reducing system 

vulnerabilities. 
5. Advancing sustainable development and reducing 

greenhouse gas emissions. 
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Principle 1: Maximizing conservation 

Myth: Low-income individuals don’t care about 
environment / conservation. 
 
Reality: Need to eliminate barriers to low-income 
energy conservation: 
• Help tenants (who don’t own building but pay the 

energy bill). 
• Help low-income home-owners address up-front 

costs. 
 
How: Carbon pricing revenues can finance these 
measures 
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Principle 2: Affordability and seizing 
opportunities for lower-cost, clean options. 

Myth: Clean energy is a luxury 
 

Reality: Clean energy is the best investment 
• Dirty energy has hidden costs (smog, climate 

change). 
• Ontario prices are not high relative to other non-

hydro jurisdictions. 
• Recent price increases: driven largely by decade-

long failure to invest in infrastructure. 
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Reality: Ontario electricity prices are mid-
range for North America 
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Reality: New renewable energy sources 
responsible for 12% of electricity bill 
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Principle 3: Enabling citizen and community 
participation in the energy system. 

Myth: Electricity policy should be left to experts 
 
Reality: Participation improves decisions 
• Closed processes benefit the most powerful in 

society.  
• Broad participation enables other voices to be 

heard. 
• New energy technology (solar, wind, batteries) 

enables a much more decentralized, community-
owned and controlled energy system.  
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Principle 4: Reliability, resilience and 
reducing system vulnerabilities. 

Myth: Reliability and resilience are about technology. 
 
Reality: We need social as well as technological 
resilience to deal with climate change as a “threat 
multiplier”  
• Absent good planning and preparation, the poorest 

are hardest-hit when crises hit 
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Principle 5: Advancing sustainable 
development and reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions. 
Myth: Wind and solar haven’t reduced GHGs 
Reality: Ontario coal phase-out has produced largest 
single reduction in GHGs in North America 
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