Free energy efficiency/conservation programs for low-income consumers

Low-income Energy Efficiency Assistance Program for Houses

Under this pilot program funded by the Ontario Power Authority, energy conservation and efficiency measures designed to reduce consumption in electrically-heated homes (including draftproofing and fridge replacement) are being provided at no charge to about 1,400 low-income households that rent or own single-family private homes in 16 communities across Ontario. Additional funding to increase the average expenditure per home retrofit – allowing for even deeper energy reduction measures - has been arranged through partnerships with Hydro One Networks, Guelph Hydro and Centre Wellington Hydro.  Ottawa and parts of Eastern Ontario are being served by EnviroCentre, 613-580-2582. For the rest of Ontario, call Green Communities Canada at 1-888-661-0000.

Local Distribution Companies (LDCs) and Conservation & Demand Management (CDM) programs

Some utility companies, such as Hydro One Networks and Brantford Power, included low-income and/or social housing programs in their energy conservation plans. Contact your local utility company to see if they have such a program or browse through the LDCs’ CDM plans posted on the Ontario Energy Board website at http://www.oeb.gov.on.ca/html/en/industryrelations/ongoingprojects_distconservation_applications.htm
Enbridge Gas Distribution:  Enhanced TAPS program 

The Enhanced Thermostat, Aerator, Pipewrap, Showerhead (TAPS) Program is available at no cost to qualifying low-income families and individuals through to December 31, 2007. The following energy efficiency measures are supplied and installed: programmable thermostat, low-flow showerheads, and hot and cold water pipe wraps. Kitchen and bathroom aerators are provided for recipients to install themselves (as well as 4 compact fluorescent light bulbs for City of Toronto residents). Contact your local Enbridge Gas Distribution office for more information.

Enbridge Gas Distribution: Low-Income Home Weatherization Retrofit pilot
Up to 300 qualifying low-income Enbridge Gas customer households in the Toronto and Peel Region will receive an energy audit and cost-effective energy retrofits – focusing on the building envelope – under this pilot that will be delivered by Green$avers.  Potential clients will be initially identified through participation in the Enhanced TAPS program and Winter Warmth program. The pilot runs to December 31, 2007 and includes an energy conservation education component.
Energy GreenBoxes through Food Banks

Friends of the Earth-Canada and the Ontario Association of Food Banks are delivering “Energy GreenBoxes” to low-income households in the Enbridge Gas Distribution and Union Gas service areas across the province. The Energy GreenBox contains rolls of insulating foam to seal doors and windows, draft excluders for power outlets, two compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFL) along with energy conservation tips and an offer for a complimentary membership in Friends of the Earth. Contact your local food bank for more information.

Discretionary benefit to cover energy conservation measures 
This is a $50 one-time benefit to pay for pre-approved, low-cost energy conservation measures, such as caulking, sealing or weather stripping around doors and windows, insulating hot water pipes and hot water tanks, and installing flow restrictors in showerhead pipes. It is available to OW and ODSP recipients, who can contact their caseworkers for more information.

Ottawa’s PowerPlay pilot 
The PowerPlay pilot project, launched in 2005 and delivered by EnviroCentre, provides eligible Ontario Works recipients who are Hydro Ottawa customers with an in-home energy assessment, educational information about reducing consumption, and up to $300 worth of conservation devices, free of charge. Call 613-580-2582 (press 1 then 3) for more information.

Social housing

The Ontario Power Authority is helping to fund energy efficient lighting and appliances in 5,000 existing social housing units. The first phase of the program is primarily for providers already involved in Social Housing Services Corporation’s (SHSC) “Green Light Initiative” Energy Management Program pilot. It is anticipated that a broader program- including building envelope upgrades - will be made available to all 250,000 social housing units across the province by 2008.
The Affordable Housing Energy Efficiency Program, Phase One, targets 5,000 units of new housing being built under the Canada-Ontario Affordable Housing Program.  The program offers rebates of up to $850 per unit to offset the cost of purchasing and installing a wide range of energy efficient products, including ENERGY STAR® qualified appliances such as refrigerators and laundry machines, lamps and lighting fixtures, and heating and ventilation equipment, including furnaces, boilers, pumps, fans and motors. The program also incorporates an education and awareness component which will be delivered to affordable housing stakeholders including municipalities, housing providers, builders, architects, developers and residents.

Contact your social housing provider for more information.
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( Note:  This summary is not an exhaustive list.  It represents LIEN’s best efforts to identify available programs to assist low-income consumers and will be updated regularly.


[image: image1]
Produced by the Low-Income Energy Network (LIEN)








PAGE  
1

